
1 

 
 

 
March 17, 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
This letter is intended to fully explain the distance learning program, which begins tomorrow, 
Wednesday, March 18, 2020. Please note that all completed school work will count toward the 
required 180 days attendance requirement. It is our hope that with this program, we will not 
need to extend the school calendar.  
 
Introduction to Distance Learning 
We are using a blended learning approach that includes both digital and non-digital 
assignments. Each day’s work will feature a session’s worth of Reading, Writing, Math, Science, 
Social Studies, and Religion. Specials’ teachers (Art, Music, Phys. Ed., and Spanish) will provide 
an assignment for students once a week.  
 
Elementary/ Middle School 
In total, each K-8 student will be given about four hours of distance learning school work per 
day, adjusted as necessary for students’ learning abilities. Care will be taken to diversify 
assignments so that students are engaged in a variety of assignment types (e.g., digital 
interactive, watching videos, conducting projects, completing written math practice, making 
observations of nature, reading a novel, and/or writing a reflection or journal). Some of the 
approaches will include things such as assignment packets, Google Classroom, and/or other 
apps for learning, depending of course on the child’s grade level.   
 
Preschool 
Through partnering with parents/guardians, our preschool students will be given age-
appropriate distance learning activities which reinforce concepts that they are learning. 
 
Daily Lessons 
Teachers will post daily objectives by 8 am on their academic class page, beginning Wednesday, 
March 18. You may find this page by visiting www.bishopmchugh.com. Please look along the 
top menu for Academics. Click on Academics to view the drop-down menu. Then, click on your 
child’s class page. Those in grades six, seven and eight will need to click first on middle school, 
and then on the class page. Middle school students should check the academic class pages for 
each of their teachers. Please note that teachers may post assignments on the class page that 
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direct students to use another platform that they typically use in class, such as Google 
Classroom. For this part, students will login and complete their assignments just as they would 
during their regular class at school.  
 
Collection of Assignments 
For the school days to count as education days, teachers are required to assess the work, and 
provide feedback, throughout the temporary school closure. Therefore, assignments will be 
collected daily or weekly depending on the teacher’s direction. Teachers also will specify if work 
is to be submitted via Google Classroom, emailed or dropped off at school. The majority of 
assignments will be able to be completed online. If you do not have access to a computer at 
home, and online work is being assigned, please make arrangements with your child’s teacher 
for offline learning. Importantly, for students that are in classes that have used Google 
Classroom, particularly our older students, we will ask that they borrow a student Chromebook 
for the duration of this temporary closure if they have no computer at home. Call us at (609) 
624-1900 to speak with me. 
 
Attendance 
Our attendance protocol for distance learning directly correlates with students’ assignment 
completion. In other words, any student who completes and submits all assignments for a given 
day/week will be counted as having attended school on that day/week. Any student who does 
not complete and submit all assignments will be counted as absent for that 
day/week. Whenever possible, teachers will try to be flexible with the time the work is due 
each day, as we recognize parents' work schedules.  
 
Role of the Classroom Teacher 
The role of the classroom teacher is to be active in assigning work, monitoring its progress, 
checking/grading its completion, and being available remotely to address parent and student 
questions during the school day, 7:30 am to 3 pm. 
 
Picking Up Materials at School 
If your child needs books or materials that are currently at school, you will be able to pick them 
up this week, Tuesday through Friday, during the hours of 7:30 am to 3 pm. As we continually 
receive updated guidance from the state/county Departments of Health, our building hours 
may be reduced or curtailed. Therefore, we encourage you to make arrangements to pick up 
the materials sooner than later. 
 
Daily Prayers/ Announcements 
Recognizing the need to start and end each day with prayer, just as we do when we’re 
physically at school, Bishop McHugh School will continue to share the daily 
prayers/announcements throughout the duration of distance learning. Each day, we will pray a 
morning and closing prayer. I have added a subpage for our prayers and announcements under 
the Academic menu of our website. 
 
Summary/ Next Steps 
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All of us at Bishop McHugh School are aware of the impact that this temporary school closure 
will have on our students, our parents, and our community. It is challenging and saddening, but 
a necessary precaution due to the seriousness of this global health situation. Thank you, as 
always, for your flexibility. We appreciate that you are partnering with us in your child’s/ 
children’s education. You remain in our prayers, and let us remember those affected by the 
Coronavirus as well as the healthcare workers attending to them.  
 
 
Sincerely yours In Christ,  

 
Tom McGuire 
Principal 


